DAILY FIVE ALTERNATIVE:  WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE
Some classrooms are organized into a Daily 5 workshop format designed to fully engage students in reading and writing, and include a combination of 5 of the following individual workshops each day:  Read to Self, Read with Someone, Read to Someone, Work on Writing, Listen to Reading, Write about Reading, and Word Work.  Whole-group mini-lessons model language strategies and skills which are then applied as students use language (speaking, listening, reading, and writing) during workshop times.  Children are engaged in language events with an element of choice in the scheduling and content within the basic structure.

During the individual workshops, teachers are working with strategy guided reading groups and/or leveled guided reading groups, and are conducting one-on-one or small group conferences.  The Daily 5 choices include:

· Read to Self – Students read a variety of self-selected or teacher-provided material at their independent reading level.  They actively use strategies or skills modeled in mini-lessons.  This workshop is the foundation which creates independent readers and writers.
· Read with Someone – Students read and talk with a long-term partner about their shared collection of books which go together in some way, perhaps by content, genre, style, author, illustrator, level, or other.  These are sometimes called Reading Clubs.  Students read, discuss, and think together.
· Read to Someone – Students choose new partners daily and read together or take turns reading individually, sometimes with the same book, sometimes with each partner having a different book.  Research shows that taking turns reading increases reading involvement, attention, and collaboration.  Students have a friend to read and discuss books with, and to share thinking and learning with.
· Write about Reading - Students use a Reading Response Journal or another format to reflect, document understanding, and respond to books they are reading independently.

·  Work on Writing – Students work individually or with a partner on writing of their choice.  Many times, students continue the work they have been doing during Writers’ Workshop.  What is key to this workshop is that students have an opportunity to do sustained writing of their choice.

· Word Work – Students study spelling, phonics, and other systems that are involved in language at the word level.  The word work is active and allows children to construct understandings of words and how they work.
The Role of the Teacher is:
· To create a climate of mutual respect where all children work productively and cooperatively in a workshop format, becoming increasingly independent and self-directed
· To establish and model routines which foster initiative and independence 

· To work with students as individuals, in small groups, and in whole-class groupings
· To support students in setting reading goals which are meaningful and personally relevant to the student

· To create a culture of rigor, inquiry, and intimacy by continually expecting more, probing ideas further and pressing children to explore their intellect

· To model living an intellectual life

The Role of the Student is:
· To make appropriate independent choices and to use time wisely

· To demonstrate an ability to work within established routines

· To treat materials and supplies respectfully
· To apply modeled strategies when reading independently, in pairs, or in small groups

The Role of the Family is:

· To encourage children to complete appropriate tasks independently
· To encourage children to read and write at home
