Instructional Technology 

Theme Map - A Declaration of Independence

A Theme Map shows the main topic, or subject of an article.  It also shows the details of the theme.

Directions: 

[image: image1.wmf]To fill in the missing parts of the Theme Map, highlight, copy and paste information from the article into the correct box.
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	Detail Two
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Adapted from "America Past and Present"     

Instructional Technology 

A Declaration of Independence

1. Benjamin Franklin helped write, and later signed the Declaration Of Independence. 

Analyze what Franklin meant by his statement, "We must all hang together, else we will all hang separately," and write a detailed paragraph explaining your ideas.

2. Go to PowerPoint and using the drawing tools and any graphics that might help you, create a cartoon that could have be found in a colonial newspaper to illustrate Franklin's quote.

3. Using the information from the article on page 1, explain why you would have voted for or against independence 
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      A Declaration of Independence


	 There were many arguments in the summer


of 1776 over independence. Thomas Jefferson was asked to write to King George III of England to tell him that the colonists wanted their freedom.  His letter listed twenty-seven wrongs done to the colonists by the king.  Some examples are:


You have taxed us without our approval!  


You have forced us to give food and shelter to English soldiers!  


You have not allowed us to elect our own Congress!


	The second point in Jefferson's letter explained how the new nation would be governed.  He wrote that Americans did not want a king to rule them. Jefferson also explained how people should be governed.  Some examples are:


Fair laws are made by people, not by kings or armies.


If a government does not do its job well, the people may change it.


People have the duty to obey fair laws.


	Jefferson knew the king would be very angry after reading his letter. So, he wrote that the 


colonists were willing to stand together against England.  It was a declaration of war.


	Those who signed the declaration in July of 1776 knew that they were traitors to the king and to England and could be put to death. Benjamin Franklin told a friend, "We must all hang together, else we will all hang separately."	





  Go to page 2 and think like a colonist in 1776.
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