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   A MAIN IDEA MAP shows the most important idea and supporting ideas, or subtopics. 

  It also has information about the subtopics.

   Directions: 

To fill in the missing parts of the MAIN IDEA MAP, highlight, copy and paste information          from the article into the correct box 
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Go To Page 2 to use your critical thinking skills 
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1. Identify the main elements of the Rainforest and explain their importance to the rest of the world.

2. Write a newspaper editorial explaining your point of view of whether or not  there further changes should be made to the Rainforest.
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	A tropical rain forest is really three different worlds - stacked one on top of another.  


	The first layer is the dark forest floor.  The thick plant growth above lets in very little light.  There is also very little wind.  Even during the most powerful rainstorms, the leafy branches of trees lessen the wind, so the floor remains calm.  Few plants grow on the forest floor because there is so little light.  


	The second layer of the forest is the understory.  Here too it is dim and humid.  Bushes, shrubs, vines, and small trees make up the understory.  Some of the trees will eventually grow taller and become part of the third layer.


	The tops of very tall trees form the third layer called the canopy.  Canopy trees can grow to 150 feet.  Thin trunks branch out into leafy crowns, reaching for the sun.  Some canopy trees, stretching to get above the other trees, may grow to 200 feet.  These trees are known as emergent trees. 


Adapted from Kids Discover - The Rainforest














                         















