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   A MAIN IDEA MAP shows the most important idea and supporting ideas, or details. 

   Directions: 

To fill in the missing parts of the MAIN IDEA MAP, Type the main IDEA and DETAIL  after you have read the article.

Go to view header and footers and type in your name before you save and print this out.

	A Dino Dance Floor

Scientists are buzzing about an old dinosaur hot spot. A new study identifies a dense group of more than 1,000 prehistoric animal tracks. The footprints are on the Paria Plateau, a wilderness area along the Arizona-Utah border. "It was a place that attracted a crowd, kind of like a dance floor," explains Marjorie Chan, one of the authors of the study.

The tracks were laid 190 million years ago, when the area was largely desert. They cluster around what had been watering holes wedged between tall sand dunes. The presence of water may help explain why the spot was a popular place to gather. The tracks were previously thought to be potholes caused by erosion.

There are tracks from four types of dinosaurs at the site. Some of the biggest footprints measure 16 inches across and have three toes and a heel. Other, smaller prints are more circular. Researchers have not yet determined which species the tracks belonged to. Their sizes indicate that both baby and adult dinosaurs gathered there. The area also includes rare marks made by dinosaurs dragging their tails.
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