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A Main Idea Map- Going Going Gone
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   A MAIN IDEA MAP shows the most important idea and supporting ideas, or details. 

   Directions: 

To fill in the missing parts of the MAIN IDEA MAP, Type the main IDEA and DETAIL  after you have read the article.

Go to view header and footers and type in your name before you save and print this out.

	Going, Going, Gone...

Andrea Delbanco
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The game is the same, but times have changed. To keep up, Major League Baseball teams across the country are building new, modern stadiums. The trend started with Comiskey Park in Chicago, Illinois, in 1990. Next April, New York City's two teams, the Yankees and the Mets, will each get new ballparks. That will raise the number of new or renovated stadiums to 23. More arena makeovers are coming.
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Baseball was America's pastime long before television was invented. Ballparks were social centers for sports fans, and tickets were affordable. But as cities grew and televised games attracted new fans, baseball stadiums started to seem, well, old-fashioned.
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The new Yankee Stadium is a typical modern  arena. The original park sat 56,886 people. The new one has wider seats and will hold only 52,325 fans. It will have bigger stores and more restaurants and bathrooms. The park will cost about $1.6 billion. Across town, Mets fans will see similar changes in their team's $800 million new home, Citi Field, next season.

A Hit or Miss? 

New ballparks bring in more money than old-fashioned stadiums. Companies pay to have parks named in their honor, and to advertise on giant electronic screens. Fans may spend more on better food and at new stores. Teams also charge more per ticket at the new stadiums. "It's a big business now," says John Odell of the National Baseball Hall of Fame             and Museum in Cooperstown, New York.

But some fans are crying foul. Attendance dropped a bit this year, ending a st  reak of four straight record seasons for ticket sales. A family trip to the park can cost hundreds of dollars, even for the "cheap" seats. The best seats at the old Yankee Stadium sold for $1,000. The same views will cost $2,500 at the new park. Daniel Zemans, a season-ticket holder, will pay more for seats that are farther from the action. "I don't expect to be right behind home plate anymore," he told TFK.

Comiskey Park






Final Game at Yankee Stadium








