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A Main Idea Map- Change comes to America
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   A MAIN IDEA MAP shows the most important idea and supporting ideas, or details. 

   Directions: 

To fill in the missing parts of the MAIN IDEA MAP, Type the main IDEA and DETAIL  after you have read the article.

Go to view header and footers and type in your name before you save and print this out.

	Change Comes to America
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By early evening on Election Day, thousands of Barack Obama's supporters had gathered in Grant Park in Chicago, Illinois. They were there to celebrate a historic event. The crowd cheered each time newscasters announced that the Democratic senator from Illinois won a state. At 10 p.m. in Chicago, it was clear that Obama, 47, could claim victory. He was elected the 44th President of the United States. He is the first African American to win the nation's highest office.

"Yes, we can! Yes, we can! O-bam-a!-O-bam-a!" chanted Obama's jubilant supporters. The celebration spread to cities across the country. "If there is anyone who still doubts that America is a place where all things are possible," Obama declared in his victory speech, "tonight is your answer."
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The End of a Long Journey 

Obama took an early lead against his Republican opponent, John McCain. Obama quickly racked up wins in the East and Midwest, including Pennsylvania and Ohio. The two states have a significant number of electoral votes. Obama needed 270 electoral votes to win. By Thursday, he had 364 electoral votes to McCain's 162.

"We have come to the end of a long journey," McCain told disappointed supporters in Phoenix, Arizona. "The American people have spoken, and they have spoken clearly." With his running mate, Alaska's governor Sarah Palin, at his side, McCain congratulated Obama and promised to help him.

A day before his big win, Obama learned that his beloved grandmother, Madelyn Dunham, had passed away. Obama called the woman who helped raise him one of the country's many "quiet heroes." She did not live to see her grandson make history. But she witnessed his long march to the White House.

 Obama began his campaign 21 months ago as an underdog. Many people expected New York senator Hillary Clinton to clinch the Democratic Party nomination. But Obama's promise of change struck a chord with Americans.

Obama broke all records for fund-raising. His campaign raised more than $300 million in small contributions, much of it over the Internet. The two presidential candidates spent almost $2 billion on the election.

A President for All Americans 

Obama won more votes than any candidate in U.S. history. By Thursday, his popular vote was more than 64 million. He is expected to score 52% of the 134 million votes cast. When the new President and his Vice President, Senator Joe Biden of Delaware, take office on January 20, they will have a lot of support from lawmakers. Democrats will control the White House and both houses of Congress.

The new team in Washington will face many challenges, including a struggling economy and wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. "The days ahead will be hard," Obama warned.

Still, Obama, the son of a black father from Kenya and a white mother from Kansas, has the opportunity to unite the country behind common goals. "We are and always will be the United States of America," Obama reminded his audience. He urged Americans to work as one. Can we do it? Yes, we can!










