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   A MAIN IDEA MAP shows the most important idea and supporting ideas, or details. 

   Directions: 

To fill in the missing parts of the MAIN IDEA MAP, Type the main IDEA and DETAIL  after you have read the article.

Go to view header and footers and type in your name before you save and print this out.

	Making History
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All eyes were on Washington, D.C., the nation's capital, last Tuesday, as Barack Obama became the 44th President of the United States. On Wednesday, he got right to work. 
Despite the frigid winter weather, 2 million people packed the National Mall to witness history last week. Now they can tell their children and grandchildren, "I was there to see the country's first African-American President sworn in to office."
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The ceremony took place on the steps of the Capitol building. Vice President Joseph Biden was sworn in first. Then Chief Justice of the Supreme Court John G. Roberts administered the Presidential oath of office.

A Long, Exciting Day 
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In his 18-minute Inaugural Address, O  bama spoke of the hard road that lies ahead. He noted the country's economic problems and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. "Today I say to you that the challenges we face are real," he said. "They will not be met easily or in a short span of time. But know this, America: They will be met."

The Obamas began the day at church. Then they had tea and coffee with President George W. Bush and Laura Bush. The couples headed to the Inauguration together. At the end of the ceremony, the Obamas bid the Bushes a final farewell.

After lunch, the Obamas followed the parade route up Pennsylvania Avenue to the White House. Cheers erupted from the crowd when the First Couple stepped out of their limousine to walk along the route. In the evening, the Obamas danced at 10 Inaugural Balls. They returned to the White House around 1 a.m.

Full Speed Ahead 

On Wednesday morning, Obama stepped into the  Oval Office for the first time as Commander in Chief. He spent 10 minutes reading a note that Bush had left for him. The envelope was marked "44."

Then it was down to business. Obama called other world leaders, signed his first official decisions and attended a swearing-in ceremony for seven of his new team members. He also met with his economic advisers and with top military officials.

It was a busy first day! But as the President said in his speech, we all have plenty to do: "Starting today, we must pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off and begin again the work of remaking America."










