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   A MAIN IDEA MAP shows the most important idea and supporting ideas, or details. 

   Directions: 

To fill in the missing parts of the MAIN IDEA MAP, Type the main IDEA and DETAIL  after you have read the article.

Go to view header and footers and type in your name before you save and print this out.

	Why the Amazon Is Shrinking
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Brazil's Amazon jungle is bursting with rare plants and animals. As many as 250 species of trees may be growing in one acre. But this unique habitat surrounding the Amazon River is being threatened by deforestation, the loss of trees and native plants. Loggers cut down trees for wood and paper. Farmers clear the land to plant crops or graze cattle.
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Plane view of deforestation in the Amazon
Location: Southeastern Peru; from Cuzco to Boca Manu




Brazil is the world's biggest exporter of beef and soy. It also leads the world in the race to turn sugarcane into fuel. But Brazil's booming agriculture industry is bad news for the rain forest. 
Recent satellite data shows that deforestation in the Amazon is on the rise, and is moving into new areas. The statistics show that 1,250 square miles an area about the size of Rhode Island were cleared over the last five months of 2007. One government group says the true figure may be closer to 2,700 square miles. "It is very worrying," says Joao Paulo Capobianco of Brazil's Environment Ministry.

Brazilian officials have banned deforestation in the worst-hit areas. Those who ignore the laws will be fined. Many environmentalists approve of the tough new rules, but worry that the government will not be able to enforce the ban.










