Instructional Technology 

A Main Idea Map- Go Ahead, Paint The Walls
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   A MAIN IDEA MAP shows the most important idea and supporting ideas, or details. 

   Directions: 

To fill in the missing parts of the MAIN IDEA MAP, Type the main IDEA and DETAIL  after you have read the article.

Go to view header and footers and type in your name before you save and print this out.

	Walls!

Machaela Jensen

When artist Timm Etters was in third grade, doctors told him he was colorblind. Yet his murals vibrate with color and energy. When he was 16, he was diagnosed with cancer. Now 39, he is still going strong. At about the time of his cancer diagnosis, Etters was caught painting graffiti on a bridge. He still creates art on public property, but now he does it legally and gets paid for it. More than 270 of Etters's murals adorn the walls of schools, businesses, banks and sports arenas throughout Illinois.

It takes Etters about four weeks to create a mural. He sketches an idea, refines it on the computer and then uses an airbrush and spray gun to paint it on a wall.
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When Etters was a teen, he started spray-painting on buildings and bridges. What he did was wrong, but he justified his actions by saying his murals had positive messages. After decorating a bridge with a mural dedicated to Vietnam veterans, Etters got caught. A sympathetic police officer and a high school principal gave Etters a creative punishment: Paint a mural in the school cafeteria.

"It wasn't much of a punishment at all," recalls Etters. "I realized how much I loved working on such a large scale, and found what I wanted to do for the rest of my life."

As part of the Fresh A.I.R. (Artist in Residence) Program, in Illinois, Etters visits schools to teach kids about art. In 13 years, he has visited more than 130 schools. "The first thing I tell kids is not to paint bridges," he says. "If they are interested in (creating) murals, they can do all that in a notebook or on canvas." Etters inspires young artists through his teaching, his determination to overcome obstacles and, most importantly, his art.










